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Members of the movement maintain that someone who 
commits adultery should be stoned to death; the hands or 
arms of thieves should be amputated; and women who 
deviate from the Taliban interpretation of Muslim law 
should be mutilated, publicly beaten, and sometimes exe-
cuted (G. Wood 2015).

Global transnational movements are mobilized 
groups that take place across societies as interna-
tional organizations. Such groups focus on issues that 
affect the global community, such as the status of 
women, child labor, the rights of indigenous peoples, 
environmental degradation, global climate change, 
and disease pandemics. Free the Slaves, an antislavery 
movement started by sociologist Kevin Bales, provides 
one example of a global transnational movement. 
Members of this movement have researched and writ-
ten about the plight of the 27 million slaves in the 
world, “forced to work without pay, under threat of 
violence and unable to walk away” (Bales 2012, 2015; 
Free the Slaves 2016).

Often these transnational movements are proac-
tive—but not always. The movement by environmental 
and some international justice groups to stop the Trans 
Pacific Partnership involving the United States and doz-
ens of other countries and supported by President 
Obama is resisting this change. They argue that this 
free-trade agreement would undermine fair trade and 
would be devastating to the environment. So progressive 
organizations like 350.org and Doctors Without Borders 
are deeply involved in a movement to resist this change 
(350.org 2016; Doctors Without Borders 2016b; MoveOn 
.org 2016).

Figure 14.7 summarizes the types of movements and 
the focus of each, from the micro to the macro level.

Globalization and Social Movements
Social movements provide compelling evidence that 
humans make choices and are capable of countering 
macro- and meso-level forces. As Stanley Eitzen and 
Maxine Baca Zinn put it,

Powerful social structures constrain what we do, 
but they can never control (us) entirely. Human 
beings are not passive actors. . . . Individuals acting 
alone, or with others, can shape, resist, challenge, 
and sometimes change the social structures that 
impinge on them. These actions constitute human 
agency. (Eitzen and Zinn 2012:269)

Since World War II, power in the global system has 
been dominated by a group of industrial powers that now 
call themselves the Group of Seven (or the G7). These 
nations control world markets and regulate economic and 
trading policies. Included among these elites are the domi-
nant three—Japan from the East, Germany from Central 
Europe, and the United States from the American conti-
nents. The other four members, important but somewhat 
less powerful, are Canada, France, Great Britain, and Italy.

Although some politicians say they believe in a free- 
market economy, uninhibited by governmental interfer-
ence, government officials use international agencies to 
intervene regularly in the global market. The G7 nations 
have the most power in the World Trade Organization, the 
World Bank, the IMF, and other regulatory agencies that 
preside over the global economy. These agencies have 
required poor countries to adhere to their demands or lose 
the right to loans and other support. The policies they have 
imposed, however, have sometimes been disastrous for poor 
countries, leading to debt burdens impossible to pay off.

Indigenous people (like the Garifuna and the Lenca of 
Honduras), laborers, and human rights workers are aris-
ing in poor countries and often joining forces across 
national boundaries to fight the influence of groups like 
the World Bank and the IMF (Eitzen and Zinn 2012; Ferree 
2012; Muchhala 2012; Rights Action 2016). Even some 
groups within the G7 nations—labor unions, college stu-
dent groups, nonprofit organizations like Rights Action 
and Witness for Peace, and religious bodies concerned 
about social justice—are joining the movements. Global 
South nations, calling themselves the G77, have now 
united, rather like a labor union seeking collective unity 
among workers, in an attempt to gain some power and 
determine their own destinies (Brecher et al. 2012). 
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